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Encoded and proofread by Wim en Esther wkl-evdk at knoware.nl
Yajniki Upanishad encoded by Sunder Hattangadi
sunderh@hotmail.com as Mahanarayana Upanishad.

According to Sw. Vimalananda, who has translated the Mahanarayana
Upanishad (Ramakrishna Math publ.), ”it is also known as

Yajniki Upanishad on the ground that Yajnatma Narayana is
considered to be the seer of this part of the Veda”

(Krishna Yajurveda). This upanishad forms the tenth (last)
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prapathakas (Sayana’s term), or prasna (Bhattabhaskara’s term) of the
Taittiriya Aranyaka. It is also called ‘khila’ (supplementary) as it
deals with many rituals in daily use. There is a ‘dravidapatha’ and
andhrapatha’ with 64 and 80 sections resp.!

The text is not the same in many recensions of the upanishads.

‘The yaaj nikyupanishhad with a commentary in the form of kaarikas by
shripurushhottamaanandatiirtha is based

on a single manuscript found in the Adyar Library.

The yaaj nikyupanishhad is also known as naaraayaNopanishhad. There is the
mahaanaaraayaNopanishhad belonging to the atharvaveda. edited by Col. Jacob,
which has been utilised by Bloomfield in preparing his Vedic Concordance.

The latter is only another version of this yaaj nikyupanishhad.

The taittiriiyayajurveda is divided into the sa.nhitaa and the braahmaNa
portions. The braahmaNa has the three prapaaThakas for the main braahmaNa
portion, and then the aaraNyaka portion. Saayana divides the aaraNyaka into
ten prapaaThakas, and the three prapaaThakas, 7 to 9 form what is well known
as the taittiriiyopanishhad. The next one is accepted as a khila

(supplement) and that is the yaaj nikyupanishhad. BhaTTabhaaskara takes the
whole of the Taittiriiyopanishhad as a single prashna, and there is also a

slight difference in him from the arrangement of the prashnas found in
saayaNa. Otherwise the texts are the same.’

Please send corrections to sanskrit@cheerful.com
Last updated April 5, 2004
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